
Proverbs 29
Dr. Duane Cuthbertson

Wisdom - Traps of Satan

Introduction:
1. This passage has traps (vs.6,8,23).  The devil’s traps are cunning and subtle.
2. I remember a comment made by my father-in-law during a beer commercial.  He said, “They don’t  
 show their best products.”  He is saying that they do not show a picture of a drink lying in his own  
 vomit (pardon me).  The kid that smokes his first cigarette doe not see himself in a hospital bed  
 with a tube out of his throat dying of lung cancer.
3. Let us tell it like it is folks.  These traps, on paper, are academic but in reality, they are far reaching.   
 Let us examine these four traps.

 I. The Trap of Transgression (v.6), “By transgression an evil man is ensnared, but the righteous  
    sing and rejoice.”  The Hebrew word for transgression is that we “are in a state of rebellion”.
  A. We are so blinded by our “flesh” that we do not see it is a trap.  We get angry.  We envy.   
      We lust.  The devil “snares” and “traps” us.
  B. Note the counterpoint.  The righteous “sing and rejoice”.  The first thing that goes in   
      mental health is our joy.  How happy are you today?
  C. Thus, there must be correction.  The passage notes that is parents put within their 
      children a “righteous fear” and correct them when they are young, that they will “give thee  
      rest and give delight unto the soul” (v.17).  Talking back is never “natural”.  Hitting your  
      brother is not a part of “growing up”.  All these qualities are part of that “transgression”  
      and that “rebellion” that is within us all.
 II. The Trap of Insolence.  Verse eight, “Scornful men bring a city into a snare, but wise men turn  
     away wrath.”
  A. Note verses 20 and 22, “do you see a man that is hasty in his words?  There is more   
      hope for a fool...”  “An angry man stirs up strife and a furious man abounds in 
      transgression.”  The time has come folks.  We must get rid of any anger in our lives.    
      Every time we “loose our temper” we are being trapped.
  B. Note the anti-thesis, “a wise man turns away wrath”.  When there is the potential for an  
      argument are you argumentative or quiet?
 III. The Trap of Pride (v.23) “A man’s pride brings him low, but honor shall uphold the humble in  
      spirit.”
  A. God is hard in pride because in pride, we take on God’s qualities.  We are “all knowing”  
      and “all powerful”.
  B. The opposite of pride is humility.  In humility “we understand who we are in relationship to  
       who God is...”

Conclusion:
I am going to put forth the fourth “trap” in the conclusion.  Verse 29 states that the “fear of man brings a 
snare, but he who puts his trust in the Lord shall be safe.”  Note The Trap of Fear.  Fear is the biggest 
weapon that the devil has.  When we do not put trust in the Lord, we can become “trapped”.  If we do...we 
shall be safe...thank you Father.


